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Larger	specimens	can	withstand	up	to	three	taps	in	a	single	season	according	to	the	Maple	Sugar	in	the	Backyard	Guide	Â	MDC	(available	online	at	short.mdc.mo.gov/ZJW).	A	mature	tree,	with	a	diameter	of	at	least	10	inches,	is	better.	Sugar	maples	can	be	difficult	to	identify	in	winter,	but	a	lot	of	attention	is	paid	to	the	texture	of	the	bark,	which	is
light	grey	and	scaly	or	“crowded”	can	give	them	away.	Sometimes,	the	sap	lines	will	already	be	visible	where	the	birds	or	insects	have	made	their	own	holes	to	get	the	nutrients.	Nights	with	sub-zero	temperatures	followed	by	warm,	sunny	days	cause	the	sap	to	move	laterally	through	the	tree	as	temperatures	fluctuate,	the	way	blood	is	transported	in
the	human	body.	The	finished	syrup	has	a	temperature	of	219	degrees	F.	It	was	bought	by	my	great-grandfather	about	seven	decades	ago,	and	the	cabin	he	built	there	has	been	a	center	for	generations	of	well	spent	outdoor	time.	A	highlight	of	this	part	of	the	process	was	to	check	again	to	see	how	much	sap	had	accumulated.	A	bubbling	business	Like
many	sugar	operations	in	Missouri,	ours	is	small,	but	we’re	able	to	tap	a	few	dozen	trees,	and	we	ended	up	with	about	100	gallons	of	sap	this	last	year	that	dropped	2.5	gallons	of	syrup.	It	is	beneficial	at	this	point	to	have	tools	such	as	a	caramel	thermometer	or	hydrometer,	which	measures	the	density	of	the	liquid.	The	first	batch	was	completed	on
Saturday	morning	in	time	for	the	samples	to	be	delivered	as	the	rest	of	the	family	arrived.	Last	year	it	hit	us	at	the	end	of	February	after	a	cold	snap	had	finally	given	way	to	sunny	days.	Cleaning	the	drill	bit	after	each	use	can	help	prevent	the	disease	from	spreading	from	tree	to	tree.	Have	on	ed	ed	orto	otreibucsed	Â	someh	Â	oreP	.otnemom	neub	y
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lic¡Ãf	s¡Ãm	se	etol	adac	multiply	ten	times	over	the	next	10	years.	A	shallow	hole,	1.5	to	2	inches,	is	drilled	about	4	feet	from	the	base	of	the	tree.	Keep	a	clean	and	steady	movement	when	drilling	and	try	to	keep	the	area	clear	of	debris.	They	can	grow	up	to	100	feet	tall,	with	a	big,	big,	crown,	and	mainly	occur	in	moist	to	dry	upland	forests,	in	steep
country,	and	near	streams.	Preheating	before	adding	to	a	running	boil	can	help	to	maintain	a	more	constant	temperature.	He¢ÃÂÂs	since	turned	the	bulk	of	responsibility	over	to	the	younger	folks,	namely	his	nephews	Mike	and	Jeff	Bartold,	and	anyone	else	who	wants	to	get	involved.	At	about	3	percent	sugar	content,	40	gallons	of	sap	will	produce	1
gallon	of	syrup,	which	is	around	67	percent	sugar,	so	have	plenty	of	sap	ready	to	go.	A	5/16-inch	bit	is	most	often	used	but	this	will	depend	on	the	width	of	your	taps.	taps.
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